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TheSecretMovementtoSuporsede

Abraham Lincoln in 64

Unpublished tellers of Great Interest From

Horace 6reeley Charles Sumner See ¬

tall Chase Henry Winter Davis and

Many Other Republican Leaders

Uncolns Withdrawal and aNow

Ticket Regarded a tho

Partys Only Hope

Hidden Springs of Political Action a

Quarter of a Century Ago-

The fortunes of the Union never to mod

duiker than during tho Interval from tho meet

it of the Itcuubllcnn Convention at Baltimore
oniJuno 71864 to tho lull of Atlanta on Bopt

I Three days before the llalllmoro Convent-

ion

¬

Gen 1retnont had accented a nominationf-

or President uv the liopubllcnns who met nt
Cleveland Tho cuiorrnUc Convention WW
not to moet until tho ODd of August llepubll

can dlsatlstftPtlon with what was supposed to

be the slow ITOLTCSS ot the war was at Its
helxht about the middle ol August At that
time number of gentlemen root In this town
and iuireoii

1
ufon a call for acomontlon to be-

held In Cincinnati on Wednesday Bopt 88

Tho call then iuopnred and prl
Tdtoly but oxtoncloly circulated Is printed
below and the otters which follow explain
them elo9 Under tho changed conditionst-

hat followoJ tho capture of Atlanta end tho
nomination of MiClollan and Tondleton at
Chicaeo a platform declaring the war a fail-

ure 01 Ilopubllcnn opposition to Mr Lincoln
e vc l and the call for n now convention was

vlthdiaira

The Cull for a Convention
The undersigned citizens of tho State of Now

York and unconditional supporters of tho Na-

tional

¬

Government convinced
Inat a union of all loyal citizens of the United

States upon tho basis of a common patriotism
Iessential to tho safety and honor the count-

ry
¬

In thIs crlf Is of Its affairs
That the pro < ont distraction and apathy

which dopress tho friends of the Union throa
en to throw the Government Into the of
Ititnemles nd-

ThtaConVntlOn ot the people should bo
assembled to consider the state of tho nation

ad to concentrate tho union strength on some
candidate who commands tho confidencecn

of the country even by n now nomination rntceuary
Do therefore respectfully invite their fellow

citizen In this and other States to send dele-
gates

¬

oiual In number to tholr respective Con
jrresslonal detentions to a Convention at Cin-

cinnati

¬

on Wednesday the 23th day of Septem-
ber

¬

13G3 friendly consultatlonwlth the pur-
pose

¬

above statedin the coulldonthopo thereby
to secure tnearly roturnof Peace by suppressi-
ng

¬

tho Rebellion and to maintain the Integrity
of the American Union and the Bights and
liberties of the People

The signatures ot loyal men sympathizing-
with tho objects ot the above call are invited-
to this paper

f
Omen or THE TmDUNE

Dear Sir-
I

August It 186i II-
Vll

I must KO out of town tomorrow evening
lid cannot attend the meeting at your house
Alloir me to Bay a word

Mr Lincoln Is already beaton Ho cannot be
must have another ticket toelecte nele overthrow If wo had suchutor

I ns could mado by naming Grant
Butler or Sherman for President and Farra
CutasVlce wo could make a light yet And
laoh I ticket wo ought to have anyhow with
or without 0oonention Yours

HOEACI GBEELKT
lion GEORGE OFDTKE

it
BOSTON August 19 18G4

HvDmrJfr Opiyte
It was Imlo nlbo for mo to KO to Now York

without breaking encasements made bofore
recoiling rOUl telegram I sincerely hope that
the deliberations of the gentlemen who will
center under your roof may bo Irultulolone-
Ct

¬

to our country never more
eonoi and fearless action by and among
patriotic mono Mr OOi knows my views
perhaps as wall as anybody and uxuoots to bo
present at your mootnJ But my lows are
brnoaiouns as ar as I could wish and I
ihould be tory glad to Iowa tho advantage of
the clearer and bettor knowledge of otbor and
bettor Informed uoutloinon Your friend
10DGEORGE OIDYKK S P CUAE

in
UTICA August 21 18G4

Itv Dear Sir
Your ot yesterday is at band with Its en-

closure
¬

I do not approve of the call or of the move-
ment

¬

and cannot slim It for that reason of-
couro I cannot present It to others to sign

This boing my position It would not b prop-
er nor agreeable to others that I should be
present at tho conference you speak of sol
must deny myself the pleasure of meeting
Kntli men for whom personally I have tho
hlcliest record

Cau you ba right fIn saving that tho private
Hinorsatlon of gentlemen WIns telegraphed to
Wahh Itn

yilliouboklndenouch to tell me partlou
iMly what there la of tlliSwht was tele
nil hod unIt what proof have you of It

I have a ipeclal reason for to know
MJ shall be obliged to you Itwnltnl take the
trunblo to she mo particulars Your friend
mil servant 11 COSKLIIO

101 AUbTIN STEVENS Jr Esar
IV

I LNG BlaCUl August
u Dear Sir 2i186t
Thanks for tho papers I regret you did not

Ma4 we twice as many for I could not supply
Ihe Points I wished to covor few aa they were
tuI Ibl dolay In communicating from this

Wmt ruskos It now loo lisLe to supply the
taliilon oven be giving you tho rmmov I

MIDI what I have Mr Hold ought to cor
ropon with any public men he can approach° 1invite thom fur tho 30th

bend Copies of tho cal to
WDn lnlt MaoChek uurW1 Liurty Ohio

Wtelaw Rid BdKar fvnklinir Cincinnati IbisCUlCIiire Audenoii Layton OhioI S fr iiyra ii Mulford Del
0 talo SIubn Huron county Ohio-

rarl
I Lliterer WorCMIer Man
Webir ni Jiphi IruoMmio Iiomuull Alton II-

I0L7Charib
roil Mich

Chandler Uoo Jacol I Howard

COIrarr fin Sprlnjlleld lit
Go Hnj WilJeireroaOhlo
OSlITLmnii Berlin ln J

U orjr tt HO raill tmnborlmn Mil
iloi ito iami 1onn1IIburllAmua II liter
Ih ae no time to write more now without1ni tha mall Bincoroly your

v 1 ViNrrn DAVIS

J Dear Sir LNa DIACU August IBOt
I

Dalfnt a copy of the call to Mr Clement n
off Iliilndelphlo who Is very Influential

1 no iiromlfod mu tu see the host won Intt
city

Inl urge them to ugt Ho U with us
Wr i

ao
ir1Otters from Maryland say Lincoln cnn do I

unB there even whore the Union put 1

most vlcoroufl cal everybody Slooking for a
now candidate from somewhere

I have a letter from Wade who IftRknitulne
but IK with us of opinion that alter CblcaKohas
spoken IK tho time to nettill then caution and
preparation 1 urn almost In despair nt the
los of time occasioned by the perverse nr-
runacmonts of the snails but I have dons the
best I could-

If Lincoln try an embassy to Richmond ifinally disgusts the country

Icarry
tho paper

the
be wsl signed In Now York It

I think labs will bo on our side when we
pronounce so 0 personal friend ot Yates
thinks her Ho has written to him

I asked nickrann to sound Cameron and
Curtin In Pennsylvania I think wo have a
pretty good start In Now York and the N E-

States PA fbI anti Ohio anti Michigan-
If a Ireak bo made there It compels Lincolns

surrender
I directed nil hero to whom I sent cnlJ to

rash to you no as to reach you by the be
foro night Yours truly

II WINTKB DAVIS
VT

Dear Sir-

I
WOODSTOCKVt Ann 25 184

have tub day received yours of the
25th Inlt covering a printed call for a na-
tional

¬

comonton at Cincinnati on the 28th
pro selection of candidates for
lrosldont nnd YleelresldontIn tlio oioo your letor you say the object
is to concentrate nil loyal strength and
either endorse fully or force Lincoln from the
fold You further say to me I you ap-
prove

¬

tho call ctvolt circulation
I always doubted tho policy of making a

nomination BO early as June last and I early
expressed that opinion I thought that the de-
velopments

¬

and events of the military and civil
campaigns should frt have transpired and
tho nomination have been made In the
light they furnished ns late as September or
October but n different course was pursued
and Mr Lincoln was nominated I seems to-

meiI the party now in powor Is fully commlttodand nil Its energies and efforts dedovotod to sustain this nomination and the
I

probability is that a change of front on the
fold In the face of the enemy to which It his
courso obviously drives us will prove almost
certainly disastrous

But It looms to me also that Jour letter in its
close which I have quoted Is inconsis-
tent

¬

with that part ot the call which iIs In these
words None of tho candidates for the Presi-
dency

¬

already presented can command the full
confidence nnd support of all loyal and patri-
otic

¬

mon ThU seems to mo to be disposing
ot Mr Lincoln and the Convention Is called
on tho around that ho and the others numod
are all regarded as unavailable This looms
t mo Inconsistent with one of the alterna-
tives

¬

stated by you athe object of the call to
wit folly to endorse Mr Lincoln

For those reasons together with many others
which a brief letter will not allow me room
justly to stitto I cannot now approve of your
proposed call

You will probablyregard this as but officious
and unimportant as you have never asked my
opinion but ordinary civility and candor de-

manded
¬

ot me an answer to your confidential

communicaton Very respectfully your hum
servant J OOLLAMBB

JOHN AUSTIN STEVENS

11BiNoiiAirrorr Aug 26 1804Ji litnr Sir
Your favor of tho 24th with form of cal en-

closed
¬

came duly to hand I appreciate the
kindness of your confidential romembranco
and nm glad to sos you and others contem-
plating

¬

tho dancor which threatens tho Union
cause and with It tho very existence of our
bolood country I am I confess It full of
anxiety nnd alarm over tho manifest down-

ward
¬

tendency of things nnd unless something-
can bo done to arrest this decay and revive and
unite popular and patriotic Impulse and ac-

tion
¬

al is lost Through all tho vicissitudes
of though I could have wished
many changos both momuiion and commission
I have maintained 0faith In MrLmcolns Integ-
rity

¬

and have been willing and still am to sup-

port
¬

him heartily thereby the end to which mr
whole soul Is pledced can be attnlnod But
mm moro men their wishes caim and
necessities should not for ono single moment
stand in the way of union success and I can ¬

not believe that Mr Lincoln if fully adctied
of the state ol tho public mind would desire to
enter upon 0 canVMS I the necessities of
shoddy contractors and longing officeholders
had been lose the Union Convention would
have been postponed until September and
then truo popular sentiment might be con ¬

suited nnd obeyed I have no expectations
that anything will be done at Chicago that any
truo Union man can support It Is possible-
but not probable In short I expect nothing
from that aggregation of spurious war and
spurious pence representatives but a nomina ¬

tion which in view of even possiblf success
should fill overt patriotic mind with alarm and
apprehension

Tho war has boon protracted beyond popular
expectation Mon and money have been given
freely Tho helm has not been held with a
firm and steady grasp and there Is a cry of
change which no matter whether wise or Ill
founded should bo both heard and hooded
Some seem to suppose that the sent
ment Is strong enough to carry any thing
cirri thing that can bo placed upon it They-
are sadly mistaken Too many questionable
experiments upon tho public endurance have
been made In Its name already and it is now
trembling with Its accumulated burdens An
intensely offensive nomination ntChlcaco may

holl usI fear Iwill nut essentially Some
grand military successes would certainly reo
hove us and I think perhaps give Mr Lin-

coln
¬

reasonable assurance of victory But
without thorn I can see no prospect of an up¬

ward tendency nnd their advent cannot be ex-

pected
¬

I fear until quite too late to retrieve our
downward fortunes I am glad therefore that
you propose a movement which Is to look tbo-

dlmeulyln the face and rally and unite again
patrlutlo masses around the

old Mandrtrd of the Union Ills the last resort<
that is loft to hop

Against my express Injunctions It suited cer-

tain
¬

interests to hustle my name through tho
Baltimore Convention In connection with the
cIties ot VicePresident an olllco I did not as-

pire
¬

to and would not have accepted unless
tendered with a popular unanimity too strong-
to be lelstod I was glad to escape a nomina-
tion

¬

under almost any circumstances but I
regarded and still do tho treatment extended
my name by the delegation from this State as
exceedingly offensive But I urn inclined to be
fastidious In all such matters and I I err I
prefer to do so on tho side of delicacy and lothe since my name was there ovenIJre3tmy wishes I prefer not to appear in
the call for another convention and therefore
do not sign

A special engagement will I now think de-

prive
¬

moot mpetlng the gentlemen you name-
on Tuesday and I therefore possess you more
fully of my views In this hasty note than I
should otherwise have dono

That the great anti beneficent end you have
In view may bo attained should be the prayer
ol every patriot as It Is of sincerely yours

VII DI DICKINSON

IlEiDQUARTEItS DRFAItTMENT
ANn NORTH IknoLiNi VIIINr415

DtarBiri
IN Tr ilELi Aug

Ilunojuflt this minute received your letter
enclosing copy of a call I with you think that
tha call mlcht have been mails without that
backhanded lick at the President but I am
content to accept It an published I want the
Issue oinadthls does IL I dont think Forwas treacherous for he received a note
Washington before I left New York saylnff that
the President bad been Informed that he Ford
was In New York working against him And
the note also said that Lincoln had copies of
Fords dcspatpbe to Chase Ashley and
hprnguo Ford said to mo that he had now
crossed tho Hublcon nud wise In for the fight
Stvutt did not know enough of what was going
on to furnish the Information I suspect that
Itcamofxomtlia but ayou eaywe must

fight It out on this line BO It makes little dlfTor
once what Mr Lincoln knows

Gee Duller loft here on tho 21th for Wash ¬

Ilaiol He goes to Lowell and will bo In New
nt Fifth Avenue Hotel on next Tuesday

or Wednesday I wish jou would soo him I
will go to Now York soon after ho returns
Please let mo hoar from you how matters pro
gross from time to time Truly yours

I W Hrurrn
IXG-

AZETTE OFFICE CINTINNATI I
AUK 87 1801

VearSir
I have been roauoAtod by Cnpt Herbert to

write you concerning the political situation-
In the West and being Informed that you
are Interested In I movement looking to 1union of the supporters of the Govern
mont and that 0 consultation meotnl Is to
be held In Now York on the >ltb Inst tako
this opportunity to comply with reauost
referred to

L The suooess of our cause is of such trans-
cendent

¬

Importance that men private srlufc
and personal preferences are ni nothing In
comparIson The success ol the candidate
likely to be nominated In Chicago would be tho
the ruin of the nation

2 The peace party will bo strong enough to
succeed unless wo shall go to the polls united
and with at least 1 reasonable degree of enthu-
siasm

¬

0 Tho people regard Mr Lincolns candidacy-
as Imisfortune Ills apparent strength when
nomlnaUd was fictitious and now the fiction
has disappeared and instead of confidence
there is diltruat I do not know I Lincoln
man and our correspondence which Is
large and varied I havo seen tow 10to1 from
Lincoln mono The thinking people vote
for him bat not because thoy like the candi-
date

¬

but for the sake of the cause There Is
therefore of course no enthusiasm and with ¬

out this it Is uphill work In canvass Tho
cauirt of the nrvallni disgust it is not my
purpose to upon my obJoct being to
state the situation merely

1 The withdrawal ot Lincoln nnd Tromont
and tho nomination of a man that would In-

spire
¬

confidence and Infuse lifo Into our ranks
would bo hailed with general dolhrht

6 While tho people crave anew candi-
date

¬

they would regret any movement that
would fal short of this result If the move
should made and then Mr Lincoln refuse
to withdraw our condition would bo n great
deal worse than It Is now Consequently a
Convention to force Lincoln from tho track
would not be popular but would bo disastrous
This course would certainly eloot tho Copper-
head

¬

candidate

6Tho course thonshould bo to bring about
Lincolns withdrawal In advance of a call

for a Convention This may be done I mon
near the throne will coonuruto with you

7 I think we shall be able to rally our people
around the cause and elect Mr Lincoln even
as It is but the experiment is dangerous-
Military success of n decisive character would
help us largely

BBut there are thoie who believe that four
years moro of Mr Lincolns policy would ruin
the country even with military successes and
this Is a very largo class of Union lOn10 Whatever Is dono should be cautiously
managed as the patient requires delicate
treatment Let the motto be EvorythlnR
for tho cause nothing for men ro ¬

mont and Lincoln and their immediate ad-

visors
¬

shall bo governed by this we have noth-
ing

¬

tfear Truly yours lUcjiAnu HMITII

3C-

STKACUSE Aug 27 IB-
CNi Dear Sir

find your lletter and call on my return from-

a short journey I will bo In Now York next
Tuesday B you propose and will then sign
the call if It fis considered expedient to Issue it
I am very truly yours 0I li BEDUWICK

XI
UTXCA Ang 231864-

Jfu Sear Sir
I have the pleasure to acknowledge yours of

day before yesterday
I can hardly comprehend or even credit on

any supposition how all you say can have
taken place But you seem to have proof
enough to show the danger of doing anything
In these times except mlndlnc Ones own busi-

ness
¬

You may rely on the call never making Its
public appearance through me but I want to

lay now while I Is yet In season to prophesy-
that the whole thing will bo out not in ono
place but alover presently and I dont know
why it is now

Several days agoagentlemanhoro mentioned
to me that he had received a cull lit was tho
same you sent to mol from a person In your
city with whom ho had no special relationship
politically otherwise with a request obtain
signatures So much for so much

You can all consult your convenlonco nnd
ease in the prosecution of what you propose I
think for we are dropping down stroam with a
rapidity which will make your landing whether-
you paddle or not Your friend

liOSCOB CONKLINO

XII
Sir

Nonin BEOOKFIELD Aug 2I 1804
Yours of the 25th is at hand with the en-

closure
¬

of 0call for a Convention at Cincinnati-
on the 28th of September next It has my full

I think the measure a most Impor¬sanctonono It strikes me however that tho time
mentioned is very late I fear too late but of
that others may bbettor able to judge

I shall most cheerfully do what I can to get
Influential signatures in this State and If as I
understand you to say tho call has the sanction
of our excellent Governor I have no doubt wo
shall give it a handsome support I shall
notify Major Hurt as you bueeest Your
obedient servant

XIIIO-
OJUTBOLLEBS

AMASA I lEn
OFFICE AlnANT 1

Aug 29 I GtDear Sir-

I regret to find that it will bo Impossible for
me to bpresent at tho mooting at Mr Holds
tomorrow evening I should be very glad to
meet the gentlemen who will bo there although
I apprehend that it is to late to prevent
the Impending In judgment McClel
lan will Inevitably be the next President unless
Lincoln anti Johnson are at once withdrawn
and Oen Grant or Gen Dlx with a strong anti
popular candidate for ePresldont nomi-

nated
¬

m their places As I do not suppose that
this can or will be done I havo not doomed It
of any use to sign tho proposed coil Tho no-

tion at Baltimore on the 7th Juno was the
mOlt stupid political auloldo that I havo over

known It might and should have boon pre ¬

vented I do not see how the doud can now be
raised Yours very truly L ROBINSON

XIV
Address care Boar Adm S F Du Pont

WILMINGTON Dot
No date otter Aug 291

STv Dear SrWhen arwe to have the call and names
I have been sounding people in Phlladophla

anti us soon as you move In New York and Cin-

cinnati
¬

I feel sure there will be a response from
Pennsylvania

Tbo Chicago men seem to take well and I
hoar dally of defectionsto thorn In Quarters
least expected from us Yours truly

H WINTEJI DAVIS
XV
LOWELL Aug 29 1864

Star Sir-

Your note with enclosure Is acknowledged
iKrieve that my engagements cannot now be
mouldod to enable me to see you In Now York
before Thursday evening next I agree with
you that 1mot Important crisis In our history
approaches nay now Is The truo friends of
the Union laying aside all else must work to
meet it I have ventured to present to you my
relative and confidential friend Fisher Ames
UlldrethU oof this olJ a gentleman of po-

litical
¬

Intelligence would express my
views upon tho current political questions
which may arise In yourconsultatlons Yours
truly BEKJ F BUTLKU

XVI
LOWELL Aug 29 186t

Dear Sir-

Permit me to present to you with this
note tlio lion M Q UpUua ol Concord N

I
I H Tiiilgo Unborn has been for his lifetime n

Democrat was Commissioner to London un-
dprPlorco hut Is nol nn ardent nnd thorough
supporter of hit nor nnd the Union

Supposing that you would like to have
nirronu our friends ut your oorsullatlon n ro
llnblo nnd Intelligent gentleman from the
Granite State I rommond Juduo Uphnm to
your entire confidence Yours truly

DENJ F lluTLrB
XVII

iTrrnroiiT It L hug 29 ISO
Hit Dear Sir i

I have your obliging note and printed cull
I cant come to the meeting but I will prob-
ably

¬

bo In town Wednesday morning and will
try to had you

I think that a letter may ho addressed to Mr
Lincoln asking him to withdraw hit n sent to
the Baltimore Convention anti remit tho whole
matter to a now Convention of the people nnd
that such 1 letter might be prepared na would
compel his acquiescence In that proposition

Tho chlof point would bo that the call for the
Baltimore Convention had oxcludud tho loyal
masses ol tho North and admitted only those
who wanted to change the issue of the war
nnd wage It henceforth for tho purposes of
abolition not ns 1 moans hut nn end

I send you 1 letter which I wrote to Gor
Morgan a month or more before the Conven-
tion

¬

mot on this subject The point can be
yet moro strongly-

If Lincoln wont withdraw tho only effect of
tho now Convention lay bo to elect a Copper
hood which would bo much worse but Lin-

coln
¬

would have to reply to n letter from a
respectable body of signers anti the discus-
sions

¬

may do some good and enable us to
elicit pledges anti secure changes from Lin-
coln

¬

na tho condition of our support
Tho Uhloago Convention have by their atro-

cious
¬

bloating ot selfish partisan objects got
tho country Into a fearful muddlo Yours
faithfully JOHN JAy

XVIII
OlUCEKSDUItO Aug 81 184Dear Sir-

Your lettnr followed mo to the country and
did not therefore come to my house as early s-

It would otherwise have done
Though sharing largely In tho feelings of

thoso who look upon n change In tho councils
and polloyof the Administration aImportant
to tho public safety and perhaps essential to
the success of the Union candidate himself my
position ns a candidate for reOleollon has
pledged mo to tho support of the nomlnoo of
the Baltimore Convention

Unti released from that pledge I am not
course to participate In any movement

which may have 1 different direction My
loyal constituents though all as radical as my

sol would prefer tho most exceptionable Inn
our own party to the best that could bo

offered on tho oilier side They are not pro
pared to risk anything upon a division oven
though they cannot have all they desire

I should not bo sorry however as 101 for
tho sake of tho President himself al the
country to sea him awaken to a conviction of
the necessity of changing his advisers Very
respectfully TIIOMAB WILLIAMS

XIXM-

ILTOBD Del Aug 80 lS0L

SirYours of 25th inst with enclosure came
duly to hand nnd as you solicit my views upon
tho matter I will briefly give them There
evidently n deep fooling In tho ranks of tho
Union party against Mr Lincolns Adminis-
tration

¬

on account of Its weakness anti thou-
sands

¬

fear to trust the country In his hands for
another Providential term They would desire
a man of more force of character but they fear
to move against him now that ho has hoo-
nnomhltolln the regular manner lost they di ¬

the party so much ns to allow tho
Copperhead that may be nominated todav at
Chicago to slip In They fear to trust Lincoln
Seward Weed i Co but they fear McClellan
moro

Now under these circumstances If the Cincin-
nati

¬

movement Is to be strong anti Influential
enough to scare Lincoln from the track it will
work well for the country but I it only an-
swers

¬

to divide us moro Iwill not do good but
evilAny

Union man oven Lincoln Is better for
tho country than uny man that will bo nomi-
nated

¬

aChicago If by tho Cincinnati move-

ment
¬

tho party can bo moro consolidated on
better candidates It will bo sanctioned by the
people and not otherwise-

Our people all admit now that Lincolns
nomination at Baltimore was wrong but they
fear to swap horses while actually crossing
the stream

Until I hoar from you in relation to the
strength Influence and objects of the move-
ment

¬

I wil consult with nnd cot the views of
somo our leading mono and be ready to act

Isatisfied of its policy
Truly your obedient servant

J 1 PHETTIIIASxxMOll Illinois Aug 31 1864
Dear Sir

After consultation with our mutual friend E-

Conkllng Ksi of Cincinnati Ohio and con ¬

versing with different parties here I am
convinced that a largo portion of loyal mon In
this couuty would bul tho Cincinnati Conven-
tion

¬

movement JOY rind shall bo happy-
to cooperate on tho movement to the extent of
my time and ability We want decision nrrrr
nnd energy and can trust Butler Anythlnl
you want draw on mo at sight send
some circulars I you deem It necessary
Your truly

XXI
N McButoc

BOSTON 1st September
XtvDrarSun 1864

It is clear hut all who lovo their country and
wish to see It free must act together There
must bo no division

To this end wo must all ba ready to make
sacrifices-

It may be that Mr L will see that we shall
nil bo stronger nail more united under another
caudldato But If ho doos not see It so our
duty la none time toss clear to unite in the op ¬

position to tho common onomy Very sincerely
yours CHARLES SUMNE-

BXXII
ST Louis September 1 1864Dear Sir

Yourfavor of tho 26th Instant come to hand
Its contents had my fullest attention nnd I
do earnestly hopo that this effort to unite the
whole unconditional Union element of the
nation wibo successful I shall communi-
cate

¬

my committee the Central Fre-
mont Committee ol tho Htate of Missouri
and shall Inform you at an early moment
about the feelings the radical West entertains
In this matter

As for mlssl I would only object to the third
passage your call setting forth that none
of the candidates for tho Presidency already
nominated command the united confidence-
and support of nlloYlllnd patriotic len at
least so far as rosy e construed as mean-
ing

¬

to exclude Fremont and Lincoln both from
nreuomlnatlon Such would be neither lair nor
just and tho newConvontlonthe blndlngforco-
ot Cleveland and Baltimore once away should
entirely tree What we now want is the
untrammelled expression of the popular voice
and If we shall have that wo will also have the
return of zeal and enthusiasm now nearly
crushed out under the dead weight of Wash-
ington

¬

Imbecility
Chicago has spoken and has nominated a

strongman Thoro Is no use In mincing mat ¬

tore and to bring baok to our party the lost
prestige it takes a long pull a strong pull and-

a pull altogether Truly yours

XXIII
EMu PITonIus

WOODSTOCK Yt Sept 1 1864
Dear Sir

The contents of yours of the 27th tended
strongly to increase my apprehensions of de-

feat
¬

but did not convince me that we should
have any bettor prospect of success by Ichange
of candidates In the way you sugrest

The party which sustains the general policy
of the present Administration has by 1 regu-
lar

¬

National Convention nominated candi-
dates In my opinion any Convention called
to change these candidates while they are yet
In the field when no change of poircv is pro
proPOld to juitUr It will oomplloaU ito ubli

produce division nnd result In detent No now
Convention by our party should ba called un
lo < a Mr Lincoln should voluntarily anti uncon-
ditionally

¬

decline Many considerations lead
mo to this conclusion but I will not trouble
you with their Ilocltiil-

Buoh being mr opinion I did not telegraph
to you ns you suggested

Accept my thanks for tlio report ot the Cham-
ber

¬

of Commerce IIs Intorostlnit amid valu ¬

able Respectfully your humble servant
J CoLLAMEnxxn

Oman or THIS ClSHNVATt OA7RTTB 1

CINCINNATI 2d Beptombur 18G4-

JIV Dear Sir
Yours of the 25th Inst arrived hove during

my absence In Chicago which must excuse my
tardy reply

That which I eontd do In the eton you
indicate has been dono In Inducing
to come out for Mr Lincolns withdrawal

The article has boon telegraphed Last and
I hope line done Bomo good

I will bo In Baltimore In n few days nnd will
explain to Mr Davis moro fully than I can do
now time difficulties that embarrass any valua-
ble

¬

notion
li> think McOlollan nnd Pondloton a very

strong ticket and fear tho result Very re-

spectfully
¬

XXV
WIIIIELAW III

WILMINGTON Del 4th September 1864

Ji Dear Sir
I am very anxious nt the delay In publishing

tho call
I fully expected to see it in Saturdays

7hbulr
We arc ready to follow It In Mnrylnnl with the

names of our boat men but not at once
Wiry will surrender to Lincoln In despair anti
multitudes will seek refuge in the ranks of
McClollau-

Mr accounts from Maryland are that multi-
tudes

¬

are rushing to MaClollau
1 am ready to declare my suppor ot the

movement In a letter tho Ilsunt Jot your
publication and to exhort our people In Mary-
land

¬

to support IU

hut if not dono at once It will bo wholly too

lateLet
mo hear by telegraph whnt you propose

wish to see people In Pennsylvania but I
can do nothing with thorn tIII time mil Is nil
accomplished fact In Now York nnd Ohio
Yours truly

XXV 1 WIMKII DAvis

BirACUBE Bopt 7 1861
Jli Dear Sir

I called at your office on Paturdny Inst and
was sorry not to find you in town I have seen
Mr Opdyko this mornlnc who told inotho re-

sult
¬

of his efforts to obtain signatures to our j

cal which was by no means encourllnl I
found tho same nrpllnlhero a belief that it Is too Into to Inlo any

effectual demonstration nnd therefore it Is not
wise to attempt nny I presume that tho now
born enthusiasm created by tho Atlanta news
will no encourage Lincoln that ho cannot bo
persuaded to withdraw You have of course
noticed that tho ThebtiflC has given us its adher-
ence

¬

Upon the whole I am ntfct that our
movement wilt do no good bettor be
abandoned or at least suspended I nm very
truly yours C B BEDonics

XXVIITnor Sept 15 IBGtHon John A Stlr3Your note of yesterday duly received I did
see both tho Tribune and Independent articles
Of course wo could then do nothing I
therefore Immediately returned to my posi-

tion
¬

in tbo Union ranks or rather I attended
our ward meetings anti citv conventions as
usual and being Chairman of tho City Cen-
tral

¬

Committee hail to call them to order
So that I have kept right on as you see You
aro right in abandoning tho project under tho
circumstances And you are also right that wo
must load tho ranks of our lo nl citizens
Yours truly J A WILL nv

XXVIII
WASHINGTON Sept20 1864

3lu Dear Mr Stereos
I cannot be in New York on tho occasion of

the great meeting I urn much moro needed
In the West My reply has gone to tho com-

mittee
¬

If knowing my aversion to set public speak-
ing

¬

and mr distrust of my own ability In that
line you are of opinion that IIPI ecu from mo
say at any tlmo muter tbo third TuoHday of Oc ¬

tober and botoio your election will bo useful
I will attempt It

I hope you carried into effect your design to
disconnect yourself wholly from any projectx
of convention unfriendly to tho Union nomina-
tions

¬

nt Baltimore and that you wi come out
zealously In their support soom tome
the only path of patriotic duty

Of course I never manclod Lopldus quito so
horribly as tho Tunes makes mo I miant to
describe tao Alabama as built rigged 1 sup-
pose

¬

Is right In time eclipse the eclipse of
faith and freighted with cur os dark I
know I didnt quote exactly at tho time but
dont admit that tho quotation or paraphrase
rather was BO bad as the report Most sin-
cerely

¬

your friend S P Cus-

CINCINNATIOhio
XXIX

Sept 20 186tDear Sir-
Your favor of tho 18th la just received and

contents ns I supposed of abandonment of a
now COIontonI agree you that wo must unite on tho
peoples candidate and choose Lincoln and
Johnson who will bo elected ly nlnotonths of
electoral vote or nil but two States at most

I nm devoting myself to preserve our Free
Jmtilutioni In this last great fight for them
Yours respectfully Eixun COVELIMJ

XXX
BisaiiAMTON Sept 23 186-

4Ji Dear Sir
Your kind note of the 1Jth Is before me nnd-

I fully agroo with your views Tho elements
in this convulsion of nature havo engulfed
mm and Mr Lincoln and Oen McClollan lire
omit of ughl In the contest Wo are lighting tho
battle and mutt llcht It over tho assertion of n
determination to vindicate tho Government at
Baltimore tho Ignominious and treasonable
surrender In hlcaco Gon MtCIellans pri-
vate

¬

attempt to accept tho Chicago nomination
and got rid of tho platform Is really beneath
criticism Ills necessities must bo great In-

deed
¬

to induce such humlatnJ selfstultifica ¬

ton I make no doub Lincolns tri-
umphant

¬

election spIte of tIme dusty politi-
cal

¬

acts of thoso evidently controlling his Ad
mlnlstratlbu which would defeat hint if any ¬

thing could They seem Inclined to coo how
much public endurance can withstand and I
think we shall know when tho contest Is closed-

I am doing all I consistently can to forward
tho cause and that in tho lull belief that I urn
helping to place in power mon and Influences
which wilt at all times do what they can to be
little and degrade mo I confess that thi con-
viction

¬

doss not improve my spirits so la-

borious
¬

n contest but I do not moan It ahull
weigh mo down or control my rnov oraonts

I do not believe this is the personal feeling of
Mr Lincoln but If It la of thoso who sbapo his
political administration Ills nhout the same to
me I do not desire place but no one tikes to be
theoretically outlawed for hlmlelorrienil

Wo have just had the moetnl I over
saw here and all looks welt Fromontd
letter reminds mo ni Mr Lincoln would say of
a storti A deacon churched for fishing on Sun
dau confessed that be did Huh that ho caught
none and was very torrv Sincerely yours

D 8 DICKINSON

XLC-
CINNAT GAZETTB HOOMS 1

21 Sept 1BG1

JttDearRir
The body of your note of the 14th seemed to-

me so ringing with tho pure notes of patriot-
ism

¬

that I couldnt resist the professional
temptation to put It In print of court leav-
ing

¬

out names I happened to be going over
to Baltimore that evening with Mr Chase anti
I did not venture on this really unauthorized-
and Indefensible use ot 0private letter without
consulting him Ills judgment confirmed my
own opinion that hero at least tho end would
justify tho mount

Washington
May I hope to soc you I you should be In

Mr Davis was here yesterday He goes at
net into the CU1TMS Wt hire bj ex >aol

changing Blair for Dennlson Sincerely yours
WIIITELAW nEt

5510s MiriTCR Tni I loon ntiociiiT
WAininotoi Sept iifr prlviu 1lo riotvtd lift

todny from one of the promlntnl l nlm In time nuilenl-
inorrmrnt now abandoned for shelter Convtnllon In
Cincinnati i

Tiit condlitir under whilst limit ceO wis Iwnii-
wtr th inrah l nrttltiy snlI discontent andthtap
jinnnt ctrUlnly n Mr Lincoln dttttt All this Iit
chanted Th outr i nn Iht na ton perpetrated at-

Chlciiffo the fill ot Ala th luoctM of lbs nags tn
Vermont end Malm runderi that Impoultilt and DO

uonhlet which thn feimiil our onlfI > tItr W <
mint nw plies ourisi tn its vita ot thefliht w

shill not enjoy In Imnorn hut wt wilt do whit w >

may In ute thronnlrri lbl not be cud of tn that
wo hove played In thin part 01 rill John Por-
ter at the eeennil Hull 110Thle fttatrment I hive reanon to know filrlv repre
enteilie views nt the satire holy of earned UnlonliU

whIm and lor whom iii bl best acllni from Hen tVsds
and Inter fleSh OI Wiieevr sarong our foes
eounti Iron dlialTcctlmi or lukevrarmneii our rants
In the comlui couteit rockonn without nil Hot

Xx XII
COMMONWEALTH or MASIExEuuins DBIT J

Sept U4 1814

11 Pear Sin
have just time to nay In reply to your highly

esteemed letter of tho 1Jtli that I entirely Grin
cur with Its spirit Its tone and tho purpo It
Indicates lYe have ns prnotlcal mon a plain
duty now before us I think wo shall perform
It with cnoigy nail shall win and deserve suc
cess and then how grout are the duties which
lie boon I urn In grunt liaMofottlifulb and
respectfully yours JOUN A AKDUEVV

XXXIII-
Coxconn N 1 Sept 27 1863

ifv Dear Sir-
Absonco

r
for some little time has prevented

my answering your letter an early as was de-

sirable
¬

The almost Immediate change In the
stato ol tbo times after tie mealing at New
York must have gentlemen alike
with greater hopofulno ns to our position
That circumstance together with the fact of the
1rosldonts recognizing his petition BO far al-
to yield In somo degree to time views ot his
friends and give greater unity and ofQclonor
to his Administration renders It Important
that till should act In line I see no other al-

ternative
¬

nnd deetro no other With the
crowning military success of tho capture
of Richmond which I trust we have a-

right to anticipate I consider political
success a certain Indeed unless serious
rovernoH occur I think with our present pr m

lice success ought to be regarded aa clearly in
our tower There has boon no change how-
ever

¬

that does not havo some cause of
alarm and that should not require the
greatest possible effort and efficiency on
our part I hopo this will be soon
nnd appreciated I fool Quito sure the
President has no greater friends than those
who waive all objections for tho good of the
cause nnd who are ready to strike at once and

stroll with him tha instant thC way seems
opening for ultimate triumph of the country
This Iall I desire under nny 101d

You speak of lion But ors taking some par
in the canvass Ho could hardly do so except
through tho request of time President I tblnkit desirable that In some way by letter or ¬

erwise his sentiments should bo Indo appar-
ent

¬

at some period perhaps when wo reach a
little nearer tho crisis of the canvass than now
With much respect I am very truly yours

N G Urmcisz
xxxiv

CINCINNATI OAZFTTK BooMs
WASHINGTON SO Bopt 1864 II-

Ji Dear Sir
Mr Chases speech in Cincinnati was very

badly reported I have telegraphed him to
forward mo a note ninny corrections he wants
and hope to send you tho document In good
form In a tow dllAI have blon tho habit of revising his
speeches for publication Perhaps you saw tho
pamphlet I male for him last year Going
Homo to Voto containing all his speeches on
his Western trip Tn haste but sincerely
yours WIIITELAW HEID

XXXV
OcTOBEn 1 1869

Ji Dear Sir I

I have boon BO much ontriged na to be
obliged to leave your very kind letter unan ¬

till nowsworel
Jy speech at Elkton was not reported

speak tiers on Monday night and that vIbo roDortod nail I will send YOU 1 copy at OICf
hut it wi boot so local a character aa proba-
bly

¬

10t bo of any general use
When I can got an hour I wish to write to

you in reply to your former letter
At present I cannot see my way out of the

State boforo tho middle of October and hardly
afterward Very sincerely yours

HENUI WIMBB DAVISxxxvi
LOUISVILLE Oct3 1664JU Dear Mr Stevens

Your letter of tho 23d did not reach mo nntll
just as I was about leaving Cincinnati fur this
city on my way to Now Albany from New YorkI have received nothing from Now
relation to 0speech by mo there except an in-

vitation
¬

from Mr Ballard to bo present at n
meeting with Mr Sumner and other gentlemen
and u latter from Fitch to the etToUthiit I must
not be lot off with my declination to speak nt
time ratification meeting I havo not replied to
Mr Ballards latter but shall do to declining
tho Invitation-

If I could flatter mysel that our friends and
tho business men York took sufficient
interest In an exposition of my vlows on public
affair to make thorn neatly desire an address
from mo I should try to overcome my extreme
repugnance to address a Now York audience
and yield to that da ire Butl have seen no
evidence of such a desire and I have already
explained to you why the absence of it must
bo moro gratifying than its existence 1 do
not want to speak in Now York without such
preparation that every word may be taken
down aa spoken and be fit to send across time

wntorna the becoming utterance ot an Ameri-
can

¬

Btntesrunn at this hour and I cannot
make such preparation I fool thorufore that
I cannot speak and do either our cause or my ¬

self justice to I dismiss time thought of it
Hero In the West whore a certain license and

nn utter lack of elaborate preparation Is ad-

missible
¬

on what we call the stump nhero a
man Is allowed to speak In rough arid unhewn-
phrnbo HO ho only speak honestly and earnest ¬

ly I am at home and hero I can spoaK and do
good and urn speaking and I hope doing
good

I spoko to nn Immense mass under pouring
rain In Indiana at New Albany yesterday and
this afternoon uui to opeak loire This oven
lug I go to Cincinnati anti shall do what I can
in Ohio and Kentucky till utter the election

I Bond you nothing because I have aid noth-
ing

¬

worth pending to you I communicated
your message to Curnpbell at Hamilton last
Wednesday He was satisfied Kentucky nt
present is for JloClellan Indiana will prob-
ably

¬

neGlect Morton handsomely Your friend
a r CUASt

XXXVII
BOSTON Cth October 1864

2fU Dear Sir
Your loiicuo has already printed anti I think

stereotyped my speech on the amendment to
the Constitution under tha title No Property
In Man

I have no copy of II Johnsons npoecn You
can obtain It In Washington To my mind tbo
election seems already decided What next
The rebellion must cave 1 am no prophet but
I should not be surprised It this day saw the
assurance of peace

Meanwhile time men who mire determined to
save the country from jobbers In slavery and
In politics must stlok together Vory faith ¬

fully yours CHAIILES fouMHL-
UXXXVIII

UTICA Oct 8 1864
Mu Pear Sir

I have a stiff light for Congress In this die ¬

trict with throe or four men In our ranks onten-
elbly who two years DUO cost Gen Wads
worth and myself ninny votes In this district
about 2M> or 300 The operation in again to be
attempted aud I want aa far as I can properly
have It the aid nud sympathy ot our leading
friends and journals The KieniHQ 1oit had a
most friendly anti handsome paragraph the
other day which was ot service

Kaowioe jour iaiimuto and Jnflus1ail jilt

tlonshlp with the Post anti elsewhere nil around
you I venture to ask you to luoit over th-

Uncord I enclose that you may see what
sort of competitor I hnvo to Ac and to ask
you further that you give mo any old you can
by press or suggestion

I Time homo of Seymour Is a place In whleh-
wo need all the help wo can get at best and
now the operation which the opposition have
started to get and use money makes It es-
pecially

¬
needful to have the sympathy of our d1

loading friends
If this will trouble you dismiss It bat If not

I shall bo very greatly Indebted II you win BIT
mo a lift-

Anything showing up Kernan will help us
Your frlond llosoou CONUJKO

XXXIX
OOTOBW 9 1804W Dear Sir

I nm under many obligations to yon for the
papers you Were no kind as to send me I have
not yet hind a moment to examine them

I send you what I said badly reported and
printed It Is chiefly dedicated to Maryland
and personal matter Tho attempt to bully
mo was not to be pormlttsd to be successful
nor to pass In silence

I dont yet see my way out of the Stat nor
am I sure my views will suit other people U
we survive the 12th and 13th of October I may
be free and will write you if I can get to N Y

What you say of a speech there Is very true
but my difficulty Is that I am never decently
reported and I only know one man In the U
B who does report mo So the danger of being
reported is always with me an objection to
speaking In New York

Float drop me a line and let me know whityour view of the political horizon is
flanks of courso must stand by tho President

but If he gets into a contra rorsy about La
politics he may hove to produce some Llncolnlo
epistles and exhortations to prompt action
Which will not bonollt either Sincerely

H WLNTEU DAVIS
XI-

M
4

UTICA Oct 10 isr4Dear Sir
I have your two notes Suflloo It now to say

In the haste of this moment thank you
Tim 75 ibwie needs no urging
I trust I may yet bo ablo to show you how

thoroughly I appreciate your good wilL You
friend it CoNgatNo

XIT
122 DaoAnwsy Oat 18 U84Jfi Dear Sir

If agreeable to you I propow to appoint
yourself Mr Opdyko Mr Barney Mr Dayton
and Mr Sherman Isaac on the committee for
the ratification meeting Will you In this case
see the other committee and propose a confer
enoo 7 Yours truly DAVID DUDLEY FIELD

XIIIW-
ABHISOTON 10th October 1864

tfu Dear Sir-
Thinking with you that H was probably UH

lato to do much good with speeches to bo die
tributed in the remaining weeks I have not
gone over Mr Chases speech ni I had at first
Intended I encloso It however You may
wish to look nt It at any nato I enclose also a
late speech of his In Kentucky which is better
reported

Thanks for time set of your publications you
wore good enough to send me I am preserv ¬

ing collections of all sucn documents and
nhall bo glad to receive any of your future
issues These were the Issues of the Loyal
Publication Society

I think Mr Chase might still bo induced to
speak In Now York

I have just written to him saying that I think
ho ought both on publlo and on private
grounds By the way I bollevu don Garfield
Is to be with you some time before the election
I am sure you will like him I think him the
very foremost man of his nge32 now In pub ¬

lie life and one of the most promising states-
men

¬

of the country whether for original abllltr
or for thorough culture anti rare scholarship
Sincerely yours WIIITELAW HEID

I
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